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SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION FOR NATURAL RE-
SOURCE PROFESSIONALS.
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Bruce Vondracek. Bethesda (Maryland): American
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All scientists have to communicate their science,
whether to their professional colleagues, funding
agencies, policymakers, or the public; yet, few sci-
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entists receive any formal training in how to effec-
tively communicate technical concepts and data.
Scientific Communication for Natural Resource Profes-
sionals offers a crash course that focuses mostly on
scientific writing, but also touches upon other
means of communication, such as poster and oral
presentations and even telephone conversations.
Although the book lacks a thematic organization
of its 14 chapters, each covers a topic and thus
stands alone. With such varied topics as determin-
ing authorship, designing tables and figures,
responding to comments of peer reviewers and
editors, and presenting at professional meetings,
readers can benefit from consulting only the chap-
ters that are necessary. As expected of an edited
volume, some chapters are more informative and
pleasant to read than others. Assuming that most
readers will pick up the volume intentionally to
refine their communication skills, they will be dis-
appointed by the opening chapter that reviews the
deep history of writing—since cuneiform of the
4th millennium Bc—and the future of scientific
communication, but offers no practical advice. I
found the chapters on reporting statistical meth-
ods and results and on converting one’s disserta-
tion into journal manuscripts particularly useful.
Most of the contributing authors are aquatic or
fisheries biologists, so examples were primarily
drawn from these narrow subfields; however, the
“gems of information” (p. vii) provided through-
out the book will be valuable to all natural re-
source professionals and even more broadly to all
scientists. For example, recommendations found
in the chapters that cover the essentials of review-
ing scientific manuscripts and the etiquette of infor-
mal professional communications should transcend
disciplines. Thus, physical and social scientists, as
well as all flavors of biologists, can benefit from this
volume. Ultimately, the book lives up to the editors’
intention to produce a text that can push both nov-
ices and seasoned scientists to better writing out-
comes.
JAVIER MONZON, Molecular Genetics & Microbiol-
ogy and Center for Infectious Diseases, Stony Brook
University, Stony Brook, New York
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