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cred Sites and People; Sacred Species; Sacred An-
imals; Sacred Groves and Plants; and Implementa-
tion and Conclusions. The cases discussed are
from 22 countries sampling most of the major
regions of the world, except Central America, Cen-
tral Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Authorship is as diverse and rich as the subject
matter. Chapters are written by 55 authors from 20
countries. Authors are scientists, scholars, practi-
tioners, and even spiritual leaders. They represent
a great diversity of professions, disciplines, and
institutions, the latter including academic, conser-
vation, and religious ones. Many authors come
from the natural sciences, social sciences, or
humanities. Together, contributors analyze be-
liefs and values, relate theory to applications,
and offer guidelines for future research and
practice, thereby providing a new holistic para-
digm for conservation.

Collectively, the fascinating cases in this innovative
and substantial book demonstrate the importance
for biologists, conservationists, and environmen-
talists to consider culture and religion in their
research and its practical applications. Sacred val-
ues can be helpful in the advancement of policy,
planning, and management in the biological as
well as cultural arenas. In this context, science and
religion can be mutually complementary, rather
than inevitably antagonistic or antithetical. Inter-
disciplinary and multidisciplinary collaboration in
basic research and practical projects in this arena
can be not only advantageous but indispensable.
This expertly and skillfully crafted publication is
most useful as a reference work, a textbook for a
wide range of advanced courses, and as an addi-
tion to the rapidly growing body of literature on
the subject.

LEsLiE E. SPONSEL, Anthropology, Universily of Hawai’s,

Honolulu, Hawai’i

SMALL IMPOUNDMENT MANAGEMENT IN NORTH
AMERICA.
Ldited by . Wesley Neal and David W. Willis. Bethesda
(Maryland): American Fisheries Society. $79.00.
xxii + 451 p.; ill;; index. ISBN: 978-1-934874-
34-9. 2012.
Freshwater ponds, especially human-made impound-
ments, are an abundant and valuable natural re-
source throughout North America. Ponds serve
important ecological, economic, and cultural
roles—from stormwater capture and nutrient re-
tention to serving as a community fishing and
swimming hole. Sport fishing is often the primary
management goal of many ponds—so much so
that “pond management” typically means “fish
management.” Published by the American Fisher-
ies Society, this work has a primary audience of
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fisheries managers. Although the book’s title re-
fers to the entire continent of North America, the
volume focuses on the southeast United States,
where largemouth bass and bluegill serve as the
archetypal predator-prey fish combination. Much
of the book focuses on these two species.

This volume serves as a “user’s manual” for a
pond and is organized into five sections, begin-
ning with a brief history of freshwater fish man-
agement (Chapter 1). The book then thoroughly
covers the basics of how a lake and its fish-based
food chain work (Chapters 2-8), encompassing
much of the material of undergraduate ecology,
limnology, and fisheries courses. Like any good
user’s manual, it also includes steps for trouble-
shooting common problems, including fish kills
(Chapter 10) and nuisance aquatic vegetation
(Chapter 11). The volume also contains new and
interesting opportunities that demonstrate the
range of possible uses for ponds—e.g., fee fish-
ing (Chapter 13), community ponds (Chapter
14), and wildlife conservation (Chapter 16). Un-
fortunately, the volume lacks an analysis of how
climate change will affect the management of
small impoundments in the future.

Although much of the information may be fa-
miliar to well-seasoned pond managers, this book
offers a single source of clear and concise infor-
mation that spans sediment characteristics and
water chemistry to producing trophy largemouth
bass and the problems that may arise in between.
This volume will be an excellent resource for fish-
eries managers and professionals, as well as private
pond owners for developing unique management
plans. Although it has a focus on the southeastern
U.S., it would still be relevant outside this region.

MIcHAEL J. McCANN, Ecology & Evolution, Stony

Brook University, Stony Brook, New York

BIODIVERSITY IN AGRICULTURE: DOMESTICATION,
EVOLUTION, AND SUSTAINABILITY.
Edited by Paul Gepts, Thomas R. Famula, Robert L.
Bettinger, Stephen B. Brush, Ardeshir B. Damania,
Patrick E. McGuire, and Calvin O. Qualsel. Cam-
bridge and New York: Cambridge University Press. $140.00
(hardcover); $70.00 (paper). xxiv + 606 p. + 8 pl;
ill; index. ISBN: 9780-521-76459-9 (hc); 978-0-521-
17087-1 (pb). 2012.
Jack Harlan (1917-1998) is widely acclaimed for
his multidisciplinary contributions toward eluci-
dating the domestication, evolution, and conserva-
tion of crop plants. Inspired by Harlan’s enduring
legacy, this symposium volume sets out to provide
an update on these themes. More ambitiously, the
book attempts to update our knowledge on the pro-
cesses shaping agricultural biodiversity broadly, in
both plants and animals. Chapters are contributed


alerner
Highlight




