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Preface
This was the first effort to standardize methods for inland fish sampling across North 
America and, as such, was a joint effort contributed to by a large group of talented and 
dedicated individuals, in addition to the authors and coeditors. While these sampling 
methods were primarily developed for North America, most could be used with little 
or no modification in other areas of the world. Those involved with standard sampling 
efforts in North America would welcome the opportunity to collaborate with scientists 
from other regions to develop methods to share data worldwide. 

This project would not have happened without the following individuals who con-
tributed reviews, insights, and comments and secured funding from their agencies. The 
Fisheries Management Section of the American Fisheries Society (AFS) initiated this effort. 
We thank section presidents Joe G. Larscheid, Ronald J. Essig, Steven G. Rideout, and 
David W. Willis and section members for their vision to move ahead with this work. We 
also thank the Fisheries Information and Technology and the Education sections of AFS 
for supporting this work, including officers Thomas J. Kwak, Christopher S. Guy, Donna 
L. Parrish, Andrew J. Loftus, Andrea C. Ostroff, T. Douglas Beard Jr., Fred Janssen, Stew-
art T. Shipman and William L. Fisher. Special thanks go to the following individuals and 
agencies for financial and other support: W. James Fleming, Byron Ken Williams, Bernard 
Shanks, and M. Lynn Haines of the Cooperative Research Units program of U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey; Andrea C. Ostroff and T. Douglas Beard of the National Biological Information 
Infrastructure program of the U.S. Geological Survey; John G. Wullschleger and Larry L. 
Norris of the National Park Service; Mamie A. Parker, Hannibal Bolton, Charles Ault, and 
Paul J. Barrett of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Robert D. Broscheid, James C. deVos, 
Jr., Duane L. Shroufe, Lawrence M. Riley, Bruce D. Taubert, Chantal S. O’Brien, and Jeff 
A. Sorensen of the Arizona Game and Fish Department; Mark C. McKinstry of the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation; Ghassan (Gus) N. Rassam, Aaron Lerner, and Debby Lehman of 
the American Fisheries Society; Morgan Snyder and Michael Freedman of the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation; and Jarrad T. Kosa, formerly of the U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and later with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Other federal (including the U.S. 
Forest Service and U. S. Environmental Protection Agency) agencies, state agencies, and 
private organizations listed below and in the contributors section of this book provided staff 
time for development of these methods. 

Early manuscripts of this book received extensive review throughout Canada, Mexico 
and the United States. Suggestions from reviewers were instrumental in developing and 
refining the methods. For reviewing the manuscript, we thank David W. Speas, U.S. Bu-
reau of Reclamation; Robert A. Clark, Alaska Department of Fish and Game; Todd W. 
Pringle, Arizona Game and Fish Department; David McEwan, British Columbia Min-
istry of Environment; Ronald A. Ptolemy, British Columbia Ministry of Environment; 
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Richard L. Cailteux, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; Mark K. Flam-
mang, Iowa Department of Natural Resources; Thomas D. Mosher, Kansas Wildlife and 
Parks; Walter Lysack, Manitoba Department of Conservation; María Teresa Gaspar-Dil-
lanes, Instituto Nacional de la Pesca, México; José Luis Gómez Márquez, and Bertha Peña 
Mendoza, Facultad de Estudios Superiores Zaragoza, UNAM Biología, México; Todd C. 
Wills, Michigan Department of Natural Resources; Walter D. (Bubba) Hubbard, Mis-
sissippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks; Scott R. Decker, New Hampshire 
Fish and Game Department; Richard Hansen, Casey L. Harthron, Kirk Patten, and C. 
Marc Wethington, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish; Chad D. Thomas and 
Douglas A. Besler, North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission; Richard D. Zweifel, 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources; Bruce A. Hollender, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission; Timothy N. Churchill, Frank C. Fiss, and George D. Scholten, Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency; Bobby W. Farquhar, David R. Terre, and Brian E. Van Zee, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife; Arthur L.(Bud) LaRoche III, Daniel Wilson, Scott M. Smith, 
and John Odenkirk, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries; Kevin E. Weh-
rly, Michigan Department of Natural Resources; Kevin A. Meyer, Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game, Eugene R. Gilliland, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation; 
David O. Lucchesi and Brian G. Blackwell, South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks; Jeffery 
R. Ross, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources; Mark J. Duffy, Ronald 
Hlasny, John Weir, and Chris Dunn, Saskatchewan Environment; Jason LeBlanc, Nova 
Scotia Fisheries and Aquaculture; Brian M. Schoenung, Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources; R. Scott Gangl, North Dakota Game and Fish Department; Thomas Hein-
rich, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources; Richard A. Kirn, Vermont Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife; Todd A. Richards, Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife; Joe G. Larscheid, Iowa Department of Natural Resources; Peter J. Cronin, New 
Brunswick Department of Natural Resources; Kim Armstrong, Helen E. Ball, Nicholas 
E. Jones, Nigel P. Lester, Terry R. Marshall, Steve McGovern, Scott M. Reid, and Steve 
Sandstrom, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources; and Nicholas E. Mandrak, Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Oceans (Canada). 

Additional reviews of the text, information about methods, and suggestions for 
further refinement were provided by Donald W. Gablehouse, Jr., Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commision; Brian R. Murphy, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University; 
Douglas L. Stang and Webster Pearsall, New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; Eric D. Swanson and David A. Weedman, Arizona Game and Fish De-
partment; Thomas D. Mosher, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks; Timothy K. 
Cross and Charles S. Anderson, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources; James B. 
Reynolds, University of Alaska, Fairbanks; Paul H. Michaletz, Missouri Department of 
Conservation; David H. Wahl, Illinois Natural History Survey; John M. Dettmers, Great 
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