
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 July, 2011 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

We, the undersigned natural and social scientists, urge you to help protect fish, fishermen and 

fishing communities by keeping all feasible management options available to allow local 

fishermen and managers to choose what is best for them and their fisheries.    Please help stop 

any action that would artificially limit the use of catch shares or any other tool and unnecessarily 

constrain the regionally-based processes that take into account the specific conditions in which 

each fishery operates. 

  

Our collective experience – reported and analyzed in the scientific literature – shows very clearly 

that fisheries across the United States have unique biological, ecological, social and economic 

attributes.  Moreover, each fishery has unique goals and challenges, and requires tailored 

management approaches to achieve those goals.  Many of us have worked with the regional 

fishery management councils to ensure that they use the best available science to choose 

management approaches.  We have seen firsthand the importance of having all tools available to 

address the wide array of challenges in our fisheries.  Arbitrary removal of options from the 

management toolkit limits the capacity of fishermen, managers and regional councils to select 

the best approaches, as mandated by law and required for enduring management success.   

 

While in some cases fishery management councils have made an explicit decision not to develop 

catch shares for some fisheries, most of the councils have worked with fishermen to develop 

catch shares for at least some fisheries, and a growing fraction of total U.S. landings is managed 

through catch shares.  Proposals that would limit future development, approval or 

implementation of new catch share programs – even when they are the preferred option of 

fishermen and managers – would significantly harm the ability of regional councils to meet 

biological, social and economic goals.  Catch share systems can be developed to fit a wide 

variety of fishery characteristics and management objectives.  They should remain with all others 

in a comprehensive fisheries management toolkit available to local decision makers.   
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We strongly urge you to maintain the current ability of fishermen, managers, the regional fishery 

management councils and NOAA to use a full complement of tools in rebuilding and sustaining 

vibrant fisheries and coastal economies in the United States. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Daniel C. Abel, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Marine Science 

Director, CCU Sustainability Initiative 

Senior Fellow, U.S. Partnership for Education 

for Sustainable Development  

Coastal Carolina University, SC 

 

Jerald S. Ault, Ph.D. 

Professor of Marine Biology & Fisheries 

University of Miami, FL 

 

Lee Anderson, Ph.D. 

Maxwell P. and Mildred H. Harrington 

Professor of Marine Policy 

University of Delaware, DE 

 

Peter J. Auster, Ph.D. 

Research Professor of Marine Sciences 

University of Connecticut, CT 

 

Elizabeth A. Babcock, Ph.D. 

Research Assistant Professor, Division of 

Marine Biology and Fisheries 

Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric 

Science 

University of Miami, FL 

 

Xavier Basurto, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Sustainability Science, 

Nicholas School of the Environment  

Duke University, NC 

 

James P. Beets, Ph.D. 
Professor of Marine Science 

University of Hawai‘i - Hilo, HI 

W. Jeffrey Bolster, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of History 

University of New Hampshire 

 

Trevor A. Branch, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, Aquatic & Fishery 

Sciences 

University of Washington, WA 

 

Jeffrey A. Buckel, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Biology 

Center for Marine Sciences & Technology 

North Carolina State University, NC 

 

Lawrence B. Cahoon, Ph.D. 

Professor, Biology and Marine Biology 

University of North Carolina - Wilmington, 

NC 

 

Mark H. Carr, Ph.D. 

Professor, Dept. of Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology  

Long Marine Laboratory 

University of California - Santa Cruz, CA 

 

Paulinus Chigbu, Ph.D. 

Professor and Director, Living Marine 

Resources Cooperative Science Center 

University of Maryland - Eastern Shore, MD 

 

Patrick Christie, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, School of Marine and 

Env. Affairs and Jackson School of Intl. 

Studies  

University of Washington, WA 



 

 

 

Christopher Costello, Ph.D. 

Professor of Resource Economics 

Bren School of Env. Science & Mgmt. 

University of California - Santa Barbara, CA 

Faculty Research Fellow, National Bureau of 

Economic Research 

 

James H. Cowan, Jr., Ph.D. 

Professor, Dept. of Oceanography and Coastal 

Sciences 

Louisiana State University, LA 

 

Robert K. Cowen, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean for Research 

Maytag Professor of Ichthyology  

Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric 

Science 

University of Miami, FL 

 

Keith R. Criddle, Ph.D. 

Ted Stevens Distinguished Professor of 

Marine Policy 

University of Alaska - Fairbanks, AK 

 

Michael De Alessi, Ph.D. 
Dept. of Env. Science, Policy, & Mgmt. 

University of California - Berkeley, CA 

 

Jeffrey Drazen, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Oceanography 

University of Hawai‘i, HI 

 

David B. Eggleston, Ph.D. 

Director, Center for Marine Science and 

Technology  

Professor, Marine Ecology and Conservation 

North Carolina State University, NC 

 

Timothy Essington, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Aquatic and Fishery 

Sciences 

University of Washington, WA 

 

 

 

 

Mary C. Fabrizio, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Marine Science 

Virginia Institute of Marine Science, VA 

 

Steve D. Gaines, Ph.D. 

Director, Marine Science Institute 

Professor, Env. Studies and Ecology, 

Evolution and Marine Biology 

University of California - Santa Barbara, CA 

 

Fran Gelwick, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Wildlife and 

Fisheries Sciences 

Texas A&M University, TX 

 

Eric M. Hallerman, Ph.D.  
Professor and Head, Dept. of Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 

University, VA 

 

Susan Hanna, Ph.D. 

Professor, Agricultural and Resource 

Economics 

Oregon State University, OR 

 

Robert E. Hueter, Ph.D. 
Senior Scientist 

Mote Marine Laboratory, FL 

 

Ray Hilborn, Ph.D. 

Professor, Aquatic & Fishery Sciences 

University of Washington, WA 

 

Daniel Huppert, Ph.D. 

Prof. Emeritus 

University of Washington, WA 

 

Les Kaufman, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Boston University Marine Program, MA 

 

Ronald T. Kneib, Ph.D. 
Senior Research Scientist Emeritus 

University of Georgia, GA 



 

 

 

Gordon H. Kruse, Ph.D. 

Professor of Fisheries 

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 

University of Alaska Fairbanks, AK 

 

Sherry L. Larkin, Ph.D. 

Food & Resource Economics 

University of Florida, FL 

 

Ken Lindeman, Ph.D. 

Professor 

Florida Institute of Technology 

Melbourne, FL 

 

Bonnie J. McCay, Ph.D. 

Professor of Human Ecology  

Rutgers the State University  

New Brunswick, NJ  

 

Carl Meyer, Ph.D.  
Hawai‘i Institute of Marine Biology 

University of Hawai‘i - Manoa, HI 

 

John Miller, Ph.D. 

Professor, Biology 

North Carolina State University, NC 

 

Franz J. Mueter, Ph.D. 
School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 

University of Alaska Fairbanks, AK 

 

Brian R. Murphy, Ph.D. 

Professor of Fisheries 

Director, Conservation Management Institute 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 

University, VA 

 

John Ogden, Ph.D. 

Emeritus Professor of Integrative Biology 

University of South Florida, FL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael K. Orbach, Ph.D. 

Professor of the Practice of Marine Affairs 

and Policy, Nicholas School of the 

Environment  

Duke University, NC 

 

Anthony S. Overton, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Biology 

East Carolina University, NC 

 

Stephen Palumbi, Ph.D. 

Senior Fellow, Woods Institute 

Harold A. Miller Professor in Marine Sciences 

Director, Hopkins Marine Station 

Stanford University, CA 

 

Charles H. Peterson, Ph.D. 
Professor, Dept. of Biology 

University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill, 

NC 

 

Malin Pinsky 

Stanford University, CA 

 

Joseph E. Powers, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Oceanography 

and Coastal Sciences 

Louisiana State University, LA 

 

Terrance J. Quinn II, Ph.D. 

Professor, Juneau Center, School of Fisheries 

and Ocean Sciences 

University of Alaska Fairbanks, AK 

 

James A. Rice, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology 

North Carolina State University, NC 

 

Steve W. Ross, Ph.D. 
Research Professor 

Center for Marine Science 

University of North Carolina - Wilmington, 

NC 

 

 



 

 

 

James N. Sanchirico, Ph.D. 

Professor, Dept. of Env. Science and Policy 

University of California - Davis, CA 

Nonresident Fellow, Resources for the Future 

 

Gorka Sancho, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Biology 

College of Charleston, SC 

 

Harry N. Scheiber, Ph.D. 
Co-Director, Law of the Sea Institute 

Riesenfeld Chair Professor of Law 

University of California - Berkeley, CA 

 

Jason Scorse, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Chair, Intl. Env. Policy Program 

Director, Center for the Blue Economy 

Graduate School of Intl. Policy and Mgmt., 

Monterey Institute of Intl. Studies, CA 

Middlebury College, VT 

 

Michael Sissenwine, Ph.D. 

Visiting Scholar, Woods Hole Oceanographic 

Institution, MA 

Former Director of Research, NOAA 

Fisheries 

 

Martin D. Smith, Ph.D. 
The Dan and Bunny Gabel Associate 

Professor of the Environment 

Duke University, NC 

 

Robert S. Steneck, Ph.D 
Professor of Oceanography, Marine Biology 

and Marine Policy School of Marine Sciences  

University of Maine, ME 

 

Trent M. Sutton, Ph.D. 

Professor of Fisheries 

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 

University of Alaska Fairbanks, AK 

 

 

 

 

Gil Sylvia, Ph.D. 

Superintendent, Coastal Oregon Marine 

Experiment Station 

Professor, Agricultural and Resource 

Economics  

Oregon State University, OR 

 

John W. Tunnell, Jr., Ph.D. 

Associate Director, Harte Research Institute 

for Gulf of Mexico Studies, TX 

Regents Professor and Fulbright Scholar 

Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi, TX 

 

John Waldman, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Queens College, NY 

 

Kevin Weng, Ph.D. 

Program Manager, Pelagic Fisheries Research 

Program 

University of Hawai‘i - Manoa, HI  

 

John C. Whitehead, Ph.D. 

Professor and Chair, Dept. of Economics 

Appalachian State University, NC 

 

Michael J. Wilberg, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor 

University of Maryland Center for Env. 

Science, MD 

 

James E. Wilen, Ph.D. 

Professor, Agricultural and Resource 

Economics 

University of California - Davis, CA 


